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John McCain is in urgent need for your vote
on Nov. 4, said Senator
John Thune in a speech
to several hundred Republican party faithful in
Dordt College’s gymnasium on Oct. 16.
Thune headlined an
event which was attended by several of Northwest Iowa’s prominent
political representatives.
He highlighted the virtues of the McCain/Palin
ticket and underscored
the perceived dangers of
a Barack Obama presidency.
Thune was preceded by
candidates Christopher
Reed and Randy Feenstra. Feenstra is seeking a spot in the second
district of Iowa’s State
Senate. Reed is running
against long-time incumbent Tom Harkin for a
seat in the U.S. Senate.
Both used their time
to promote their bids for
election and press those

Senator Thune discusses his reasons for supporting McCain/Palin. Photo by Jurgen Boerema.

in attendance to go vote
for Republican candidates.
After explaining his
background and recalling his campaign for the
Senate, Thune offered
thoughts about political
campaigning.
“Running for office is

hard to do,” said Thune.
“It’s hard to go out there
and raise the money. It
takes a lot of effort and
it’s almost impossible
unless you have a good
team around you.”
Thune then brought his
statements into a larger
context.

“The stakes are very
high;
the differences
couldn’t be clearer,” said
Thune.
“I’m concerned about
what we face as a nation. But I’m confident
that John McCain can
lead the nation forward.
I’ve travelled with John

on missions around the
world. I’ve seen the respect that other leaders
have for [him].”
He contrasted this image of competency with
an image of uncertainty.
“I think we in our part
of the country have a
very clear choice with
the Republican ticket,”
said Thune. “Do you
want to choose freedom
when it comes to the issues of national security,
the economy and the judiciary, or do you want
to choose their ticket
which is all about government?”
Thune closed out his
speech with a call toward participation and
engagement. He singled
out young people as a
group in particular that
needs to be involved in
the political process.
“Every decision that
gets made in the state
capital or Washington
affects [citizens], so
the younger generation
needs to be involved in
the discussion.”
Continued on page 3

Voting numbers affected by early date
Grace Venhuizen
Staff Writer
Convenience was not
enough to bring people
to the satellite voting
polls last Thursday on
Dordt’s campus.
A line of 10 election
officials created a border
in the Defender Grille
area. The officials stood
guard over the red ballot
boxes and voting booths
each marked with an
American flag above the
word “Vote!”.
Yet the convenience of
the satellite voting did
not bring out the kind of
numbers that Bob Wiersma, interim director
of Career Services had
initially expected.
“Northwestern saw 81
votes cast two days ago,”
said Wiersma. “We’ll be
lucky if we reach that.”
Dordt saw 66 ballots

cast; about half of that
number was cast by the
community.
Wiersma
explained
that the event was well
advertised around Dordt
and Sioux Center for
people in the precinct.
Because the voting was
held three weeks prior to
the regular election day,
“many [people] either are
not decided or just aren’t
thinking about voting
yet,” said Wiersma.
For some students, the
2008 election will be
their first opportunity to
vote and they wanted to
exercise that right on actual Election Day.
Another
complication of voting at Dordt
was the issue of changing residency to Iowa.
Out-of-state
students
were unwilling to take
the chance that problems
could arise if their resi-

dency was legally
switched.
Other
students
saw the issue differently.
“Michigan is a
swing state,” said
Muskegon resident
Kaila Westra, who
chose to vote via absentee ballot for her
home state. “They
need my vote more
than Iowa does.”
Despite varying
reasons for choosing not to vote on
campus, Wiersma
still calls the event a
“worthwhile activity.”
“In the future,”
Wiersma said, “we
will more likely Satellite voting took place on campus on October 16. Photo
courtesy of Dordt Archives.
have a formal voter
registration event or
closer to the Election Day be held much later than
some other kind of event would have been desired the Oct. 16 date Dordt
related to the election.”
but because of Iowa law, chose.
He admits an event satellite voting could not
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Scholarship issues spark discussion
Bridget Smith
Staff Writer
				
Interviews contributed
by David Christensen,
Alvin Shim and Jessica
Veenstra
The recent opinion
piece written by senior
Ashley Hoekema has
brought
numerous
questions to surface
regarding issues of equal
financial treatment of
athletics and academics,
loopholes in scholarships
and the value of an
athletic program.
Hoekema said her
letter was not intended
to question the value of
athletics, but to question
the treatment of athletics,
academics and other cocurricular activities.
“The title construed
that I was writing
a letter to athletes,
when really it was to
the
administration,”
Hoekema explained.
The opinion article
was originally written
as a private letter to
members of Dordt’s
administration.
“My goal in the letter
was for two thoughts,”
Hoekema said. “It would
really be more fair to
every student to have our

academic scholarships
evaluated every year –
according to college GPA
rather than high school.
And Dordt should have
a better hold on where
money goes in athletic
departments.”
Dr. Charles Veenstra
also noted a need
for
upperclassmen
scholarships to be based
upon collegiate GPA
because high schools
have such variance.

broadly.
“I did not mean
to offend anyone in
particular, it was an
observation based on the
financial responsibility
Dordt has to every
student,”
Hoekema
said. “This isn’t about
if Dordt is making or
losing money. It’s not
about the new football
program or any athletic
standing: it’s about abuse
of athletic scholarships.

are responsible to meet
with each of their players
and the end of the year
to secure a commitment
from each student.
In
response
to
instances of students
who keep scholarships
without playing the
sport, Vander Berg said
these are exceptions and
represent errors when
students fell through the
cracks. In regard to the
volleyball player who

“...we ought to have as much academic
scholarships as we possibly can. We have great
students and...want to continue to attract the
greatest students in the country.”
- Coach John Heavner
John Heavner, head
coach of the football
team, said, “I agree that
we ought to have as much
academic scholarships
as we possibly can. We
have great students and
we want to continue
to attract the greatest
students in the country.”
Hoekema said she
wanted more people to
be aware of the issue
and had been told by the
Financial Aid department
that the issue should
be brought up more

Even though this may
only occur in some
sports, it’s still Dordt’s
responsibility to monitor
what happens with the
money we spend to go
here.”
Rick Vander Berg,
director of the athletic
department, said athletic
scholarships
operate
according to the same
rules and standards as
academic scholarships.
Athletes are awarded
scholarships on a yearto-year basis. Coaches

was encouraged to try
out even if she did not
plan on playing, Vander
Berg said, “that shouldn’t
happen if it did.”
“Athletes
should
participate because they
want to,” Vander Berg
said.
Quentin Van Essen,
Vice
President
of
Admissions, said, “I
can assure you the
recruitment of athletes
at Dordt is no different
than the recruitment of
any prospective student.
Continued on page 3

Undecided voters could determine election
Adrian Hielema
Staff Writer
The national election is just over the
horizon, and the media has largely turned
its attention to a small
portion of American
citizens: the undecided.
In such a close election, swing states and
swing voters have the
ability to determine
the next leader of our
country. And here at
Dordt, students are
still pondering who to
choose on Nov. 4.
Jaclyn Arkema was
looking to last Wednesday’s debate for help in
making that choice.
“I’ll venture to say
that I’m leaning slightly towards McCain…
if Obama delivers a

smashingly successful
debate, it’s possible I’ll
cross over.”
After witnessing the
candidates argue it out
last week in New York,
Arkema changed her
mind.
“After Wednesday’s
debate, I am leaning towards Obama… I don’t
agree with Obama’s
views on abortion, but
he may be the best candidate,” said Arkema.
“I think America needs
more than what McCain
has to offer.”
Scott Schultz largely
agrees with John McCain on foreign policy,
regulation of government
spending and the sanctity
of life and marriage.
“Obama scares me
politically, though he is
one person I’d like to
sit down [and talk] with

over a large dinner,” said
Shultz, “aside from a political and personal repentance from Obama...
I won’t be voting for
him.”
Gabe Licht was
another student that
changed his mind after
the debate.
“I was leaning towards Obama… I know
our country needs to
head in a new direction,
[but] I don’t think that direction should include a
tolerance of partial birth
abortion,” said Licht. “I
just wish McCain was a
better candidate.”
Yet there are some undecided voters who look
for a different option.
“Call me a coward,
I’ve decided to vote for
the third guy on the ballot,” said Jamin Hubner.
“That way I won’t be

responsible for sending
someone kooky into
office like McCain or
Obama… I’m not convinced a two-party system is ideal.”
Sophomore Jacob
Wojcik is leaning third
party too.
“Hopefully enough
people vote third party
that it will actually convince the [Democrat
and Republican] parties
to put out a better candidate.”
With the election
just two weeks away,
it’s very possible that
the undecided citizens
of America could decide the election.
“It’s coming to
crunch time,” said Ben
Olthoff. “Everybody is
going to have to make a
decision soon.”
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Scholarships:
students react

Alvin Shim
Staff Writer
Interviews contributed by
Jessica Veenstra, David
Christensen and Bridget
Smith
In response to the
opinion article in the
previous Diamond issue
discussing scholarships
the following students
agreed to meet with our
reporters.
Adrian de Lange is a
youth ministries major
and is an active member
of the Kuyper Scholars Program (KSP). He
receives $1,000 a year
for maintaining a GPA
of 3.25, participating in
weekly KSP meetings,
attending eight campus
lectures and writing a report on four of them. He,
like almost every KSP
scholar, said that the
work demanded for the
program overrides the
scholarship amount.
“They’re giving you
credit for doing what you
love,” said de Lange, noting that not every student
will be driven to stay in
the program for their
four years at Dordt.
Reuben Faber receives
one of 24 football scholarships. When asked if
there was a way to abuse
the scholarship, he said
that he is not aware of
anybody who has been
able to do so.
“One might be able to
fake an injury or something that kept them out
of anything physical, but
they would still have to
go to breakfast, meetings
and practice every day,”
said Faber.
Kate Du Mez is an engineering major and in
KSP. She receives academic scholarships and
athletic scholarships for
basketball and soccer.
Balancing time between
two sports and academics
involves a level of insanity and dedication, she
said. Du Mez is doubtful
that she will be able to
keep KSP commitments
this semester.
“A lot of athletes
couldn’t be here without scholarships,” said
volleyball player Lar-

issa Veldhuizen. “Their
number one priority is
[their] education and
most of their GPAs are
over 3.0.”
However, Nathaniel
Cordel, a senior involved
in both football and track
said, “There are some
football players who are
just [at Dordt] for football.” He went on to describe the level of commitment demanded by an
athletic program. “Sports
are more serious in college – it’s like having a
job.”
Kristin De Ronde reported that she spent
33 hours in volleyball
last week. This includes
travel time to a game in
Hastings.
Helen van Beek was
formerly KSP scholar
but this year carries only
her music scholarships.
She takes graded lessons
in both, which requires
paying $200 each per
semester and practicing
a minimum of five to six
hours a week. Performances in studio classes
or department recitals
and involvement in a
respective ensemble are
required, as well as attending such events.
Van Beek counted her
hour participating in
choir, band, studio class
and lessons. Last week,
she spent 18 hours for
her music scholarships.
Andrew Voss, who minors in theatre, has spent
a total of 110 hours on
the Urinetown show this
semester. These hours do
not include performances
or preparation this week
and it should be noted,
he said, that he is not a
lead role.
“Obviously, once this
show is done, I won’t be
putting in as many hours,
unless I do something
with Wit, [the next theater production].”
Voss holds no contempt
for the differing scholarship amounts rewarded
on campus.
“In an ideal world,” he
said, “I would get a scholarship for listening to
heavy metal music. But
I don’t. And if that really
bothered me, I wouldn’t
go to this school.”
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Copyright enforcement frustrates students
Sonja Doty
Guest Writer
After a long week,
watching a movie with
friends sounds good. The
plan grows from three
people, to five, to ten.
Time to reserve a lounge,
but bad news. Due to
copyright enforcement,
non-academic
public
showings of movies are
prohibited on campus.
According to the Federal Copyright Act, rented or purchased movies
are to be used only in the
home; these rules apply
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to “schools, public libraries, daycare facilities,
etc,” and include dormitory lounges on school
property.
In previous years, students have been free
to watch movies in the
lounges of East, West,
North and Covenant.
This year, however,
policy is changing to
comprehensively comply
with federal law, according to Bethany Schuttinga, vice president for
Student Services.
“This is not a Dordt
rule, it’s a law,” said

Schuttinga. When she
took the job last summer,
she began to ask questions about the public
showings.
“This is not a discretionary decision – there
are shared community
expectations [to uphold].”
For
upperclassmen,
however, this change has
been an unwelcome surprise.
“It is a pain,” said student Amy Walker. “It
seems unfair because
SAC can still show
movies in the Cam-

pus Center…[a student
group] is no larger than a
family.”
Schuttinga agreed that
students will be disappointed, but said that
“when you agree to come
to Dordt, you have expectations tied to agreement…there is a shared
standard.”
Were a student found
to be knowingly ignoring the law, said Schuttinga, they would have
to be dealt with, but she
says that “a community
is not a place to do that.”
At this stage, ignorance

of the new rule is still expected and is anticipated
more than outright noncompliance.
The Student Activities
Committee has complied
with copyright law in
their periodic all-campus
movie nights by obtaining the necessary permission for public showing,
and paying the price.
“We order the movie
from a company that
grants us the rights,” said
Reuben Faber, vice president of SAC. “We purchase the rights to show

the movie, which costs
us around $300.”
Similarly, a teacher
can show a movie in “the
course of face-to-face
teaching activities,” according to the FCA.
“We are obligated to
comply with copyright
law,” said Schuttinga.
“[Otherwise] we could
be fined as an institution
or as individuals.”

©

Faculty and coaches respond to scholarship issues
continued from page 2
Coaches sometimes do
take possible recruits
out for dinner, but the
admissions staff does
that for other recruits as
well.”
Heavner said student
recruiters have only used
the credit cards when a
meal was unavailable
at the Commons and he
was unable to personally
attend the meeting.
The number of athletic
scholarships and the
money invested in them
is limited by rules of the
National
Association
of
Intercollegiate
Scholarships.
Heavner said the
football team awards
24 scholarships, which
is in accordance with
the maximum amount
allowed by the NAIA.

Academic scholarships
may also count toward
the total amount that may
be awarded to athletes,
he said. Exceptions are
permitted by the NAIA
for students who acquire
higher GPAs.
According to Vander
Berg, the maximum
scholarship an athlete
can receive is $7,000
for one sport and $9,000
for two or more sports.
As of this year, students
may not roll-over more
than $1,000 into one
scholarship. The average
athletic scholarship is
$2,300. Dordt is in the
bottom fourth of the
thirteen Great Plains
Athletic
Conference
schools in terms of the
dollar amount it invests
in athletic scholarships.
Erik
Hoekstra,
Provost at Dordt, said,

“Historically,
Dordt’s
athletic activity grants
have been less than 10%
of the total institutional
grant money.”
Heavner said he told
his players the most
important goal is that
they remain at Dordt
in the years to come.
Neither
academics
nor the football team
benefit from short-term
commitments.
The football team is
constantly restructuring
its
schedule
for
academics,
Heavner
said. The team actually
has shorter practices
than would typically
be required due to
organizing
schedules
around
classroom
requirements such as labs
and additional evening
lectures. Players alternate
events they have to miss

Thune encourages McCain/Palin ticket
continued from page 1
Thune quoted Abraham Kuyper to set a final
framework around the
ideas presented.
“When principles that
run against your most
deeply held convictions
begin to win the day, then
battle is your calling, and
peace has become sin.
You must, at the price of
dearest peace, lay your
convictions bare before
friend and enemy; with
all the fire of your faith,”
said Thune. “We need to

be out there … trying
to make a difference, to
make sure that we elect
leaders who will keep

America strong, safe and
prosperous for the next
generation.”
The appearance of the
Thune and the Republican candidates was the
centerpiece of a Get Out
the Vote Rally sponsored
by the Sioux Center Republican Party. Precinct
officials began and ended the event urging people to sign up for times
to make phone calls and
go door to door encouraging people to vote for
Republican Party candidates.
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in both football and other
activities.
The NAIA’s website
also
emphasizes
the
importance
of
academics: “In searching
for the NAIA’s place
in the history of sports
and higher education,
several
consistencies
are revealed. Among
them is the dedication to
academic achievement
above
athletic
excellence.”
Golf coach Mark
Christians noted a focus
on rewarding scholarly
athletes. Three members
of the golf team received
recognition as NAIA
scholars, Matthew Zwart,
Jason Kroeze and Jared
Rempel.
Both Heavner and
Vander Berg said they
believe athletics teach
valuable lessons.

“Sports present an
opportunity to combine
physical and mental
skills, to use particular
gifts, to learn about
oneself, and to develop
integrity and leadership,”
Vander Berg said. “The
athletics department has
to keep evaluating and
assessing the values it is
teaching.”
Heavner said the
football team has not
been to a single football
game where the other
team’s coaches did not
compliment the team’s
sidelines behavior and
respect for property.
“Athletics help students
learn to be part of a team,
which is going to be an
aspect of any business.”
“[Sports are] kind of a
little practice at life,” he
said.
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Let’s Barack and roll!
Alli Moerman
Editor
As a born-and-raised
Republican, I searched
far and wide this election to find a GOP candidate who matched my
ideals. Sadly, none of
them could earn my first
vote.
I was for John McCain
before I was against
him. But the pick of
Sarah Palin as his running mate has caused
me to jump ship. McCain’s best argument
against Barack Obama
was experience. Then,
he picks Palin, who has
arguably less experience
than Obama. So if lack
of experience is a reason
to vote against Obama,
how is it a positive for
Palin? Oh right, McCain
is a “maverick.”
Obama’s
“change”
mantra is not just fluff
but a strong thread in all
of his platforms.
Obama’s health care
plan, for example, allows those already satisfied with their healthcare coverage to keep
it, while requiring insurance companies to cover
pre-existing conditions.
This would do a lot
more than McCain’s
plan, which would merely provide a tax credit,
allowing Americans to
buy their own coverage. This doesn’t solve
any problems related to
those with pre-existing
conditions. What good is
the McCain health-care
credit if you can’t buy
the coverage you need at
any price, much less an
affordable one?

When it comes to
foreign policy, McCain
claims his experience in
the military as evidence
of his readiness to lead
the nation.
While I’m not questioning his war-hero status, I do wonder whether
this contributes to being
a successful foreign
policy leader. Knowing
how to fly a jet doesn’t
mean you know foreign
policy.
And besides, how important is experience,
anyway? Ronald Reagan was a well-respected, good president and
he worked from 9-5. It
was his ability to delegate and have the right
people on staff to do the
work he could not do.
That to me is better than
any experience.
Some voters may feel
that Obama hasn’t been
on the political scene
long enough to show that
he is able to make sound
decisions. But think back
to this May, when Mc-

McCain: a great gain

remained, Americans
started driving less and
gas prices went down
without enriching the oil
companies or depriving
the federal government
of revenue.
And let’s not forget
McCain’s rash decision
to halt his campaign dur-

Bree Brouwer
Editor

ing the recent economic
crisis. Obama called
him out on this, saying
it was “more important
than ever” for voters to
evaluate the presidential
candidates, one of whom
will soon be responsible
for dealing with the economic mess. “It’s go-

zonan (yes, that’s right:
it’s Arizonan, not Arizonian). And I’m not
voting for him because I
agree with every single
one of his policies.
Far from any of that,
John McCain’s solid vision for America is the
only one that warrants
my very first vote.
Obama can throw
around
the
word
“change” as much as
he likes; I still have yet
to understand how his
platform will cohesively
and wisely make America, on the whole, a better country. Yes, Obama
may have some good (or
even great) ideas, such as
promoting fair trade, but
many of his other stances strongly outweigh the
good in his platform.
How can someone claim
to believe in God and
want the best change for
America and yet support
partial-birth abortion? I

I’m not voting for McCain because I’m a registered Republican and
have a signed bumper
sticker from him. I’m
not voting for him because I’m a fellow Ari-

Obama’s “change” mantra
is not just fluff, but a strong
thread in all of his platforms.
Cain and Hillary Clinton
urgently called to lift the
federal gasoline tax in
light of the soaring gas
prices. Obama instead
took a risk by assuming
that voters would see
this as a mere political
ploy. He called the gastax holiday a “bad idea”
and said it was “calculated to win elections
instead of actually solving problems.” The tax

ing to be the president’s
job to deal with more
than one thing at once,”
Obama said.
Being qualified for the
presidency has less to do
with years tallied up in
Washington, and more
do to with the judgment
and vision brought to the
Oval Office. I’m ready
to vote for someone who
has proven himself to be
of sound judgment.

don’t want someone
with such a practically
non-existent respect for
human life in my country’s White House.
And
what
about
Obama’s not supporting
nuclear power? Does he
really think that removing 20% of America’s
power grid from its citizens will change their
futures? Change their
futures for the worse,
yes, because they’ll be
living without the nuclear-generated electricity (which, by the way,
is also greenhouse emissions-free). I don’t see
the connection between
his affordable housing
efforts and his affordable-housing-withoutefficient-electricity efforts.
This isn’t to say I believe all of McCain’s
policies are up to par.
It’s great that he wants
to promote democracy
in other countries like
Burma and Zimbabwe,
but I don’t always agree

rience with war, a key
factor to ending the war
in Iraq. He’s been involved in politics for so
long that you’d have to
be ridiculously dense to
call him inexperienced.
He stands for fantastic
morals and good causes
like immigration reform
and global warming;
and, let’s face it, abortion has never even been
an option in his mind.
McCain seems to understand the original intentions of the Constitution,
and he therefore wants to
leave issues such as gay
marriage and abortion
up to individual states.
He wants to improve
homeland security and
the ease of immigration.
According to his website, he even criticized
“his own party’s out-ofcontrol spending.” McCain calls for reform in
the areas of education,
economics, energy resources, and all other
areas beginning with the
letter “e.”

John McCain’s solid vision
for America warrants
my very first vote.
with pressing our form
of government onto other countries. And I agree
with his choice of Sarah
Palin as his running
mate, but I’m beginning
to believe people when
they say she doesn’t
have enough experience. Though her style
is definitely kickin’.
However,
McCain
doesn’t uphold torture
and has plenty of expe-

And notice I said “reform,” not “change.”
What exactly does
Obama
mean
by
“change”? He’s always
been vague about that.
At least McCain states
how he is going to do
his reforming. Whether
you agree with him or
not, he has firm beliefs
and policies, and some
concrete plans to implement them.

Students should use brains to vote
Ryan Campbell
Guest Writer
This election scares
me. The American people in general are stupid.
Yes, I said it.
We as a people have
now found ourselves
where those old people
we make fun of and hope
we never become told us
we would be. We have
been so dumbed down
by our TV shows, loud

music and new gadgets
that we have forgotten
how to think for ourselves.
You might say, “No,
Ryan, you’re wrong.
I watch the news; I’m
smart.”
Where do you get
your news? Do you get
it from CNN? Do you
get it from Fox? What
about from your grandparents? Not that?
Well, how about the

Daily Show or the Colbert Report? For goodness’ sake, please don’t
tell me you get it from
Kanye West.
I hate to break it to
you, but CNN is for
Obama and Fox is for
McCain.
Chances are your
grandparents vote because of a political party
regardless of the issues.
The Daily Show is obviously for Obama, and

believe it or not, Colbert
is not for McCain (listen
to the hidden details).
Kanye West is just an
idiot.
The media will tell
you things to make you
swing your vote towards
their best interest, not
your best interest. Their
business is news. If one
candidate will be more
newsworthy than another, make you turn to
their station and raise
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their cash intake, that’s
who they’ll push.
I’m not going to tell
you who to vote for.
That’s the beauty of voting: it’s your decision.
But I am going to tell
you this: learn. Learn
about your two possible
leaders: find unbiased
news. Don’t trust the
media. God gave you
a brain to use it and to
think for yourself.
Vote for the candidate

who you think really is
the best because you
care enough to do some
research. After all, people died for you to have
this opportunity, and
God for some reason
chose you to live in this
day and age. For you to
squander your vote because you vote based on
the media’s opinion and
not yours only deserves
a disappointed headshake.

features.

Cuts and Guts:

SAC Pumpkin Carving at its best

Dutch or Die
The owner of Casey’s is kidnapped,
and the Dutch mafia is suspected.
Will one private eye figure out the
mystery?
Jason Kornelis
Guest Writer

Above: Campus visitors, Sarah and Tara, spend time at Dordt by participating in the pumpkin carving.
Below: With Kim Hoekstra looking on, Stacie Westervelt draws a face on a pumpkin while Graham Campbell holds a
picture for her. Photos by Kelly Cooke.

Carving
Winners
Most Creative:
“Dwight”
by Graham
Campbell,
Kelly Cooke,
Kim Hoekstra,
and Stacie
Westervelt
Scariest:
“Nightmare
Before Christmas face” by
Emma Dahl
Most Detailed:
“Spongebob”
by Meredith
Crilly
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People often wonder
why I do the work I do.
Rough town like this,
a city of secrets and
shadows. I just wanna
clean this place up a
bit. If you keep your
wits about you and your
hand at your holster,
Sioux Center’s not such
a bad place. But I was
about to find out how
shady this town really
was.
The name’s Jack.
Jack Vander Magnum.
I’m a private eye.
The moment she
walked into my office,
I knew she was trouble.
Long legs, red lips, siren’s eyes that drew you
in and refused to let go,
the works. The kind of
dame that Ray Charles
would stand up to get a
better look at. She was
crying, silk handkerchief to her face. Whatever it was, this dame
was in trouble, and she
needed my help.
“Mr. Vander Magnum?”
I nodded.
“That’s
what the door says. Call
me Jack.”
She sniffed.
“I’m
Kate. Kate Casey. I
need your help, Jack.
My father’s gone missing.”
I raised an eyebrow.
Was this the daughter
of Avery Casey, owner
of the Casey’s restaurant chain? Avery was
known for his wealth,
and even more for the
enemies he had made

on his way to the top.
Taking this case was
dangerous—but it’d pay
the rent, that’s for sure.
“Jack, I’ll do whatever it takes to get my
father back. Ever since
he blew off the Dutch
mob, they’ve been sending him warnings. I just
know they’re the ones
that took him! What’ll
they do to him?”
My stomach dropped
somewhere between my
knees. The Dutch mafia had been edging in
on Sioux Center’s businesses for a few years
now, and they were
itching to get their fingers in the Casey empire. This case was no
longer just dangerous;
it was reckless. Then
again, I’d never turned
down a case this big…
“Alright, I’ll help you
find your father. You go
home and wait in case
they call with a ransom.
I’m gonna see if I can’t
dig up what the mob’s
up to these days.”
With a tearful thanks,
she moved to the door.
Before she left, she
turned and thanked me
again with a smile. I
couldn’t shake the feeling that I was in over
my head, but work was
work. It was time to
have a chat with a canary I knew down at
Doc’s.
This concludes the
first installment. Check
the next Diamond for
the continuing adventures of Jack Vander
Magnum, Private Eye!

Wherever God is calling you, we can help you get there.
CALVIN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
A community of faith. A center of learning. A life of ministry.
#VSUPO4USFFU4& (SBOE3BQJET .*rrwww.calvinseminary.edu
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sports.
Women’s soccer dominates GPAC
Amanda Henke
Staff Writer

The Dordt women’s
soccer team extended its
win streak to 11 games
with a 4-1 victory over
Hastings College last
Saturday.
Dordt moved to 8-0
in conference play and
11-1 overall, gaining a
three-game lead over
Hastings. With the loss,
the Broncos dropped to
third place behind Dordt
and Midland Lutheran in
the GPAC standings.
“The biggest challenge
leading the GPAC is
[being] the numberone target for all of the
teams…everyone is going
to come at us hard,” said
junior Lindsay Baker.
“We have to prepare for
every game and focus on
what we need to do to get
better.”
Freshman keeper Jenna
Noteboom picked up the
win against Hastings,
supported by a defense
that has been solid
throughout the season.
“Kelsie [De Nooy] does
a great job organizing
the defense, and each of
the girls does a great job
hustling and getting the
ball where it should go,”
Noteboom said.
“We have unselfish

Senior Kelsie De Nooy leads the defense against Hastings. Photo by Kelly Cooke.

“[We’re] the number-one target
...everyone is going to come at us hard.”
- Lindsay Baker
girls [on offense] who
work together…and have
great communication…
and can finish it in the
end,” she said.
Together, the offense
and defense have been
dominant,
creating
memorable
moments
both on and off the field.
“This year has been
very fun for me,”

Dordt Archives

Noteboom said. “The
coaches
are
very
knowledgeable about the
game…and we have fun
wherever we go, even on
long bus rides.”
For Kelly Smies, a
season highlight was
the long road trip to
Jamestown, Neb., with
“freshman
initiation,
the cold weather, and

the good food at Texas
Roadhouse.”
Smies
said
she
appreciates the team’s
focus on improvement
both as players and as
people.
“Being a part of Dordt’s
soccer program so far
has been amazing,” she
said. “We can improve as
individual players [and]

GPAC Conference
Leaders
Volleyball

- Record: 23-5 (overall), 7-2 (GPAC)
- Ranked 3rd in GPAC
- Ranked 16th in NAIA
Individual Leaders
- Kendra Potgeter: leads GPAC in kills/gm (3.90)
- Dorinda Hibma: 5th in digs/gm (5.01)

Women’s Soccer

- Record: 11-1 (overall), 6-0 (GPAC)
- Ranked 1st in GPAC
Individual Leaders
- Kate Du Mez: 1st in points/gm; 2nd in goals (10)
and assists (5)
- Goalkeeper Jenna Noteboom: 2nd in shutouts (4)

Cross Country

- Ranked 22nd in NAIA
- Conference meet Nov. 8 @ Hastings
Individual Leader
- Jen Kempers (left): won 4 of 5 meets
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Junior Kristi Ouwinga boots the ball upfield during last
Saturday’s 4-1 win against Hastings College.
Photo by Kelly Cooke.

support one another
through prayer, growing
spiritually as well.”
The Dordt soccer
squads are under the
guidance of Coach Dave
Schenk, in his first year
at Dordt.
Though they lead
the GPAC, both Coach
Schenk and the women’s
team are looking to gain

even more momentum
before the postseason
opens Nov. 4.
“We are just trying to
focus on what we need
to do to get better…and
play our best soccer yet,”
Baker said.
Next game: Saturday,
Oct. 25 @ Nebraska
Wesleyan

“Tell Me!”

Wartburg’s Video Festival, January 30, 2009

Call for Short “You Tube”
Videos by College Students
College students should submit their videos of two
minutes or less on energy conservation, alternative
energy sources, or carbon footprinting. Students are
encouraged to explore old ideas, unveil new ones,
and tell about the human experience, theories, and
concepts. Content, videography, editing and impact
will be determining factors in the top three cash awards.
Cash prizes of $1,000, $750, and $500 will be awarded
to the top three winners and $250 to up to three
honorable mention videos.
To read more about the Wartburg “Tell Me!”Video
Festival and the contest rules and guidelines go to
www.wartburg.edu/vidfest/
Submissions are being accepted through December 19.
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Football overcomes Concordia for first win
all game, compared to
Concordia’s five.
“It’s always a focus in
practice.” Heaver said.
“We have to remember:
we’re young. We will get
better every year, even
every week.”
Along with the im-

Ashlee Stallinga
Staff Writer

It was late afternoon
on a rainy Saturday;
many students were cozy
in their rooms, hiding
from the chilly drizzle.
But the Dordt College
faithful were out on the
football field, cheering
the Defenders to their
history-making win.
The 17-14 victory
came Oct. 11 against
conference
opponent
Concordia.
“[Going
into
the
game], I really felt like
we had a chance,” said
Coach John Heavner. “I
wanted them to win so
bad. They deserve some
success for their work.”
And they certainly enjoyed the success.
“It was definitely nice
to win,” said junior wide
receiver Joey Vander
Schaaf. “Even at prac-

“I wanted them to win so bad.
They deserve some success for
their work.”
- Coach John Heavner

Brandon Huisman, Brendan Lyle and Grant Mowery celebrate the football team’s first win
of the season, against Concordia. Photo by Kelly Cooke.

tice, everyone’s attitude
is improved, because the
possibility of having a
winless season is out.”
The win didn’t require

Dordt Sport Report:
Jared Rempel
Ashlee Stallinga
Staff Writer
Year:
Senior
Sport:
Hockey
Position:
Defense
As captain, what are
the responsibilities you
have?
Make sure everybody’s
ready to play or practice,
keeping them motivated,
and talking to the refs.
What are your expectations going into the
year?
To make it back to Nationals.
Actually, I think we
would be really disappointed if we didn’t win
Nationals.
What’s the first thing
you would do if you
won Nationals?
Go for a victory lap with
the cup.
Favorite AC/DC song?
“Back in Black.”

at home.”
Despite the momentum from the first win,
Heavner looks at the next
few games realistically.
“We have five tough
games ahead, and next
Saturday, the Concordia
game won’t matter.”

What is your favorite
NHL team?
Vancouver Canucks.
Do you have any pregame traditions?
Me and Nate Woudstra
play pass on the ice two
hours before each game,
and we listen to AC/DC.
Why should people go
to hockey games?
They are fast-paced,
physical, and creative.
What game would be
the best one to go to?
Against Calvin. [Thursday, Nov. 20]
Do you think they have
a chance this year?
No. Definitely not.
What is your favorite
Disney movie?
Hmm…that’s a tough
one.
Oh!—Mulan, because
of the song “Be a Man,”
which the hockey team
has been known to break
out singing once in a
while, led by Todd Bakker.

any special strategy, according to Heavner.
“I think the biggest difference was that we just
had less turnovers than

they did,” he said.
The Defenders, who
have struggled with
hanging onto the ball,
only had one giveaway

provement shown in the
team, Heavner is even
seeing improvement in
the fans.
“I really thought it was
awesome that our fans
came back after the rain
delay,” he said. “I think
the people are learning
how to cheer for football. It made it really
nice to get our first win

His words rang true:
the next game was a 27-0
loss to Midland Lutheran. Still, the victory was
incredibly important.
“It was huge that
we got a win,” Vander
Schaaf said.
Next game: Saturday,
Oct. 25 vs. Doane.

Dordt lacrosse players switch sides
Alyssa Hoogendoorn
Staff Writer

At Saturday’s lacrosse
game, four mismatched
players stuck out on
the field wearing red
jerseys with black and
gold shorts.
The Sowers’ coach,
Paul
Hoogendoorn,
went missing from the
sideline. And Dordt
goalies stood in both
goals.
The Sowers usually
have one last game for
Parents’ Weekend, but
Hoogendoorn struggled
to find a team to play
against.
Northwestern
and
USD were not at the
fall league meeting so
he assumed they didn’t
have teams this year.
Up until Thursday
afternoon, no lacrosse
game was scheduled
for Saturday. A USD
lacrosse player called
Hoogendoorn to tell
him they had a team,
and a game was set up.
USD came with only
nine players — 10
players are needed
to field a team. The
Sowers have about 25

The Dordt Sowers played against (and for) USD during Parents’ Weekend as part of
their unofficial fall season. Photo by Alyssa Hoogendoorn.

players, so a few of them
were chosen to play for
USD.
“Instead of drawing
of the straws, we did
drawing of the lacrosse
sticks,”
Hoogendoorn
said.
Peter Hamstra, Ate
Bremmer and Danny
Glemby played for
USD. Aaron Sandbulte
and Jordan Harmelink
alternated as goalies for
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both teams.
“I didn’t feel too good
about making my guys
play for [USD],” said
Hoogendoorn.
“They
weren’t too excited about
it.” So he also suited up
and played for USD.
On a sarcastic note,
Hoogendoorn said it
was “the easiest way to
ensure a victory.”
Hoogendoorn actually
scored a goal for USD,

but Dordt won 10-3. TJ
Rispens was the highscorer of the game with
five goals.
The Sowers finished
their unofficial fall
season with a 3-1 record
with wins against UNO,
USD and the alumni,
and a loss against
Creighton.
Lacrosse will begin
its official season in the
spring.
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Urinetown delivers laughs
Kristina De Graaf
Staff Writer
Urinetown, directed
by April Hubbard, is
chock full of wit, humor
and colorful tunes. Portraying a society where
the people must “pay to
pee,” the musical satire
takes a humorous look at
politics, business and the
angry mob.
The stage features a
perfectly designed set,
and the orchestra, conducted by Dr. Benjamin
Kornelis, performs from
a garbage pit.
The cast turns an entertaining piece into a mustsee show, complete with
great acting, exuberant
dancing and an well-developed ludicrous style.
Lee Radde’s Bobby
Strong adopts a leadership role in Urinetown
after Hope Cladwell
(Allie Thomas) eye-battingly calls him to follow his heart. Caldwell
B. Cladwell (Nick Engbers) commissions Officers Lockstock and Barrel (Mark Bylenga, Eric
Meeter) to quell the uprising. And Emily Hageman plays penny-pinching Penelope Pennywise
to a T.
Urinetown is Dordt’s
first theatrical event of
the year. The last two
shows are Friday and
Saturday at 7:30 p.m. in
the Te Paske Theatre.

Emily Sajdak
Staff Writer

Top: The Urinetown cast rehearses one of their musical numbers.
Photo courtesy of Dordt Archives.
Above: Hope Cladwell (Allie Thomas) listens to the heart of Bobby
Strong (Lee Radde). Photo courtesy of Dordt Archives.
Right: Starry-eyed Tiny Tom (Jonathan Posthouma) looks to the sky in
anticipation of a brighter day for the poor.
Photo by Becky Love.

Heartfelt music highlights fall festival
Robert Minto
Staff Writer
Three girls from Kantorei warm up in a hallway with choruses from
the Pussycat Dolls, as the
last strains of Holst’s Jupiter fill backstage. Welcome to the bustling center of Dordt’s Fall Music
Festival.
Almost all the campus
vocal and instrumental
ensembles were represented in the largest musical event of the fall semester, held Friday in the
B.J. Haan Auditorium.
“This is the most complicated set-up ever,”

Don’t worry
about being
perfect, says
top poet and
Dordt grad

said Luke Kreykes, who
plays viola in Chamber
Orchestra, “but it’s going
smoothly compared to
past years.”
“It was a marathon of a
concert,” said Ben Christians, a cornet-player in

this year as director of
Dordt’s instrumental ensembles.
“Miedema’s orchestra
sounded really good,”
said Amanda Stout, soprano II in Chorale.
His musicians like

compliments.
“Something I really
appreciate about the ensembles at Dordt is that
they perform with true
feeling,” said Miedema.
“I have worked with
and played in ensembles

“This music is so good, you would have to
pay for it anywhere else.”
- Samuel Lee
Concert Band.
Not only was this one
of Dordt’s most complex
Fall Music Festivals, but
it was Professor Miedema’s first. Miedema
replaced Dr. Duitman

him, too.
“He’s so approachable
and easy-going,” said
Bjorn Vaagensmith, a
percussionist in the Campus-Community Band.
Miedema returned the

that played with technical brilliance, but left
me cold because there
was nothing warm in the
process. Making music
involves the whole person…I wouldn’t trade
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that for anything!”
He wasn’t the only one
having fun.
“Don’t we look angelic?” asked one member
of Chorale, who asked to
remain anonymous.
Another member, who
also requested anonymity, couldn’t have disagreed more.
“Chorale needs new
robes,” she said.
But on one point, everyone agreed.
“This music is so
good,” said Samuel Lee,
who played the congos
for Women’s Chorus,
“you would have to pay
for it anywhere else.”

Before her junior
year, Jessica Assink
had not written much
poetry.
Now, the 2008 Dordt
graduate has been
named the winner of
the college division in
this year’s Iowa Poetry
Association contest.
Assink’s
winning
poem is titled “Playing
Games.” She describes
it as the story of a girl
and her veteran grandfather “and how their
relationship and the
games they play have
changed, now that he’s
back from the war.”
The inspiration for
the poem came not
from personal experience, she said, but from
the image of a stain on
a table. The characters,
too, are fictional.
Assink started to consider herself a poet during her junior year, in
Professor Dave Schelhaas’ class on reading
and writing poetry.
She said the class
“made [poetry] more
accessible and enjoyable to me.” Among the
poems she wrote for the
class was one experimenting with structure
and line breaks.
Schelhaas encouraged Assink and the
other students to try
the contest, noting that
Dordt students almost
always win when they
enter. Throughout the
process, her poems
were workshopped in
the class and Schelhaas
also read over them.
Her prize for the winning poem was $25.
Assink’s advice for
budding poets: “Write
a lot. Don’t worry
about it being perfect;
just write it down. And
read a lot of poetry…
contemporary
poets
like Billy Collins are
easily accessible and
fun to read.”

